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      From the Acting Presidents Desk 

The 2016 season of the Lansingburgh Historical 

Society is about to begin.  This year we are asking 

three things of the membership.  First – If you have 

thought about or would like to become a trustee or 

if you know of someone who might be interested, 

please let us know.   Second – Those of you who 

could possibly volunteer a few hours of your time 

for any of our events, we sincerely ask that you do 

so.  The trustees cannot do it all so even a few hours 

during the course of the year would be a 

tremendous help to the society and a lot of fun for 

the volunteer.  Thirdly we ask all of you to renew 

your membership and note any changes to address, 

phone or email. 

On a personal note.  If you are afraid to help 

because you feel you wouldn’t know anyone, let me 

relate a story.  Three years ago I walked through the 

doors of Melville House not knowing a blessed 

soul.  I had been doing some genealogical work 

upon my retirement and thought I might find some 

information there.  I soon volunteered to help with 

the cemetery committee.  After that I became a 

trustee and ultimately acting president.  I have met 

many interesting, knowledgeable and warm 

individuals and I am hoping that you might reach 

out and meet them also.  I no longer live in the 

Burgh but I care for it deeply and hope to help      

         

------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------ 

return it to the wonderful place we remember from 

younger days.  We can make the Burgh a better 

place, together! 

                                         John Ward 

                              --------------  

      

On Feb. 7, Warren Broderick, Emeritus Archivist at 

the NYS Archives as well as local historian and 

Melville scholar, gave a talk on Herman Melville 

and the influences on his work from his time living 

in Lansingburgh.  He provided iteresting insights 

into the type of research he is doing on Melville.   

The lecture was presented to Professor Brian 

Sweeney’s graduate English class from St. Rose 

College.  Afterwards there were refreshments and 

the class toured the Melville House where there was 

a large selection of books, by or about Hreman 

Melville, for sale.  
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                                        Historic Peebles Island  

                                            Warren Broderick 

The following article by Warren Broderick, prominent local historian, depicting the people and history of 

Peebles Island is reprinted from a special history edition in Saratoga Living.  It will be reproduced here in three 

installments.   
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          Then & Now  

       NE Corner 112
th

 & 5th     

   

                                        Park Hotel      

At the dawn of the 20th Century, the northeast 

corner of 112th Street and 5th Avenue was home to 

the Park Hotel, owned by W. F. Armstrong.   

Looking at the above photo, it is hard to believe the 

changes in 100+ years.  The open spaces, lack of 

sidewalks or street paving and an abundance of 

horses speak of a different era.   The view above 

was probably taken from the vicinity of the current 

Lansingburgh Café and on the right it is looking 

towards the east.  The house to the far left may still 

be in existence on 5th Ave. 

   

                                      Original Bijou 

It appears that the original Bijou (small but 

attractive trinket, jewel or building), seating 400, 

was erected in the shell of the hotel, in 1912.  

Accorrding to a November 1912, Troy Times 

article, things did not go well on opening night.  A 

row was caused in front of the new Bijou Theater on 

Twelfth Street Saturday by the fresh paint near the 

box office.  Patrons clothing came in contact with it.  

The propietor offered to settle for all damages, and 

the damaged clothing was taken to a nearby 

cleaners.   

        

                                       Second Bijou 

Around 1930 or 1931, the wooden building was 

demolished and a new brick, art deco theater seating 

800 was erected.  Many reading this will remember 

the Saturday matinees.  The theaters name changed 

around 1970 to the Oxford and closed for good a 

few years later.  

    

The theater was razed and a new bank was built.  It 

occupied the site for a number of years.  Since 

consolidation caused the bank to close, a number of 

restaurants and bars have occupied the space, none 

with any continuing success.  The last business 

utilizing the building was DiBello’s, a sports bar. 

          

                     Kathleen DeRosa       
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           2016 

     Schedule of Events 

April 7 – Michael Barrett will be 

speaking about Mr. Russell Sage at the Van 

Schaick Country Club in Cohoes, NY.  A 

buffet will be provided starting a 6:00PM.  

Admission, prepaid by March 24th, will be 

$35 ($40 at the door).  Please send your 

check for your reservation to the: 

Lansingburgh Historical Society               

PO Box 219                                             

Lansingburgh Station                                 

Troy, NY 12182 

April 9 – Open House at the Melville 

House, 2-114th Street on First Avenue.  

10:00AM to noon.  Personnel will be on 

hand to conduct a tour and answer questions. 

April 30 – From 9:00AM until noon, an 

Earth Day cleanup will be held at the 

Village Cemetery at 109th Street and Third 

Avenue.  Volunteers are needed!!! 

May 18 – At 7:00PM a trustees and 

membership meeting will be held at Melville 

House for the purpose of voting to name 

new trustees to the LHS board.   

May 21 – The Second Annual 

Lansingburgh House Tour will kick off 

starting with an open house at Melville 

House.  This was an extremely popular 

event last year and more information will be 

forthcoming. 

June 9 – A “Burgher Bash” will be held 

at the Veterans of Lansingburgh Club to 

include a dinner and a special speaker.  A 

silent auction and raffle will also be 

featured.  Further information will be 

announced.  

                         --------------- 

  
St. Rose Grad English Students at Melville House on 2/7 

                
Liz VanBuren showing some of Society’s collection 

                                 ----------------------- 

  

The above Hard Times tokens were issued by 

Walsh General Store of Lansingburgh in 1834 and 

1835.  From around 1828 through 1843 many 

merchants issued these tokens as a substitute for 

bank backed specie as uncertainty gripped the 

Country and financial institutions. 

We will look at the Walsh store and the Walsh 

family in the next issue of the Courier. 
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